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The general geography of India is not hard to understand
if we once fix in our mind's eye the lay of the great rivers.
There are many rivers in India, and they are divided into
two distinct classes: the first, those that are perennial, fed from
the snow reserves of the Himalaya; and the second, those
rising in the lower plains and hills of internal India, which
rush through wide beds in the rainy season and drop to the
merest trickle in the long dry months of the year, bursting
into slighter freshets when some of the seasonal storms
come by.

In the first class are the two mighty systems that give life
to internal India, the Indus system and the Ganges system;
the Ganges being that holy stream on which the invading
white race of Aryans came to their final rest and developed
their religions and their culture. Of the same nature, but
almost outside India proper, is the Brahmaputra, which runs
from the great table-lands of snowy Tibet down to India
through Assam and enters the Bay of Bengal through the
same delta as Mother Ganges tumbling off the high Tibetan
plateau in an astounding succession of rapids. For the
moment the former may be disregarded, and the Indus and
the Ganges are the great features which should engage our
attention. To understand them let us imagine the apex of
India as a northern corner walled inside by the Suleiman
mountains and their subsidiaries on the Afghan or north-
west side, and the Himalaya on the Tibet or north-east side.
Then we can understand the river systems, the Indus running
down below the Afghan wall to the south-west and the Indian
Ocean, the Ganges to the south-east into the Bay of Bengal.
So close are the water-partings of these two great valleys,
that there is a spot on a spur a few miles out of Simla at the
old toll-bar, where if stood by on a wet day the drippings
from one side of your umbrella would go into the Indus
system, and from the other into that of the Ganges and
finally enter the sea a thousand miles apart. There is some-
thing to think about! But though the Indus runs close under
the Afghan hills, it draws its main waters, except for those